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SOLENT SUNBEAM

The classic racing keel boat






Dear Fellow Sunbeamers,
FEBRUARY 2010 NEWSLETTER
	Having been elected to Class Captain (and they said it would be easy!), I think I have been faced with an extraordinary challenge which will undoubtedly go down in the history of the Sunbeams.  As you will know, an EGM took place on Saturday 30th January whereby three resolutions were put forward to the Solent Sunbeam division regarding the new build of a GRP Sunbeam which has very generously been put forward by Roger Wickens and Alan Stannah.  The EGM took place at Alan’s house and was very well attended by Sunbeam owners and associates.  The presentations by Roger and Alan were followed by Questions & Answers (please refer to attached minutes).  There was an overwhelming resolution which was carried by nineteen boats to three with one abstention. The other major factor was presenting to the Falmouth Sunbeam fleet, owners and associates which took place on 18th February at the Flushing Sailing Club.  The meeting was hosted by Ray Stedman, Class Captain and minuted by John Lawrie, Class Secretary.  Ray had orchestrated that each owner voiced their opinion regarding Roger and Alan’s proposal to build a new GRP Sunbeam (please refer to attached minutes).  The outcome was thirteen to seven votes for which carried a majority vote for resolutions 1 and 2.  Neil Andrews (former Naval Architect) has offered his services to be part of the design team.  This has been very well received and we endorse his wealth of experience and am sure that his contribution will be invaluable in helping oversee the task of building a new GRP Sunbeam due to launch within 18 weeks from now (1st July).  I think we must all now endorse the decisions being made and support Roger and Alan’s proposal for the new build
	and to monitor the progress.  The approximate cost of a new GRP Sunbeam is in the region of £50,000 compared to a traditional wooden Sunbeam which costs £10,000 - £25,000.  It will be interesting to see how the class accepts the new build and what effect it will have on our traditional Sunbeams.  Time will tell!  I am putting a marketing team together not only for the new build but for the class in general and to attract new owners and associates in order to continue the spirit and enthusiasm of our “Classic Keel Boat”, going forward.  Again, our gratitude to Roger and Alan.
I now believe that we should seriously consider how we preserve our traditional wooden Sunbeams and the Epoxy subject has to be tabled again.  Anthony Robertson and Mike Andrews from Haines (see Epoxy paper attached) are looking into the subject and will present a paper at the Spring meeting for consideration for a resolution at the Autumn meeting, supported by John Davis.
On another note, after a grey and cold Winter doing up our Sunbeams, we can now start to look forward to a great season ahead and after three years of fairly bad weather, 2010 must be kind to us.

Lastly, I would appreciate for those who have not yet committed to Cowes Week or Classics Week that you let me know.  And finally, due to the bad weather and the cancellation of the Winter Cocktail Party, Anne & I are trying to re-arrange and will let you know soon.  

Julian Money 
Class Captain V42


