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Newsletter February 2012

See www.solentsunbeam.co.uk for all the latest news & photos

New pages, NEW photos, NEW features & updated regularly!


As it is winter this newsletter is mainly about some of our social functions:

I have just returned from the fabulous Cocktail Party at Tim Hill and Tiffin Jones' house! Thank you for hosting us T&T! and thank you to everyone who helped organise, shared, drank, brought canapes and basically had fun! There were 76 of us there which is the vast majority of the Class and that really makes a party! For those who couldn't make it - some photos. The snow staved off pretty much too!

Julian Money was presented with the beautiful full-model of Penny in recognition of his contribution as the previous Class Capt.

Gayle Palmer found an old trophy which her father had won from HISC in 1939 on Little Lady - Gayle would like to have this returned to being a prize in some capacity (in liason with HISC). Any ideas? Plus some commemorative coins from the Battle of Britain and Coronation Regatta celebrations - which may be an idea for the 90th celebrations?

Winter Walk No.2 - Sunday 11th March 10.15 meet in the car park of The Old House At Home pub at West Wittering. Walk round East Head and back for lunch. (20 spaces pre-booked - let Judy know you are coming & if staying for lunch.) Dogs welcome and other friends too.
The Sir Henry Chisholm Dinner will not now run on the same weekend as the Chisholm Series (Sat and Sun for first May Bank holiday).

Date for Dinner - Sat 12th May, 7.30pm for 8pm. Please put this in your diary, the Club Handbook will be wrong! More details later.

V63 is named Dragonfly and will be chartered by Tim Malton in 2012. Welcome!

There will be a Bacon Butties and Coffee Official Boat Launch for both Firefly, V62 and Dragonfly, V63 on Sat 24th March from Haines at 10:00. Everyone invited. (Please let Haines know for catering. 01243 512228)

Crewing: NEW - boat sailing / helm / crew indicator system. If you are a sailing member of the Class this IS for you! 

Club2Class is a way for everyone to get an idea of who will be racing on any given day, if crew or helms may be required and is instantly updateable. You will very quickly and easily be able to indicate whether you are available and going to sail, need a crew or a helm. It should mean: 

· more boats on the line, 

· more crewing opportunities, 

· easier management for each boat and

· more racing for those who want to sail but do not usually race on a designated Sunbeam. 

It will run via a dedicated email notification. You can opt-out, of course, but please give it a try and use it - but if its not for you then don't 

be surprised if you don't get many sails - the crewmaster Ian Stobie will be producing more instructions etc soon!

Don't forget to invite friends and family out sailing too -especially on Thurs evenings from May to end Sept when we race for the ubiquitous bottle of wine! Get their diaries booked up now before too much life intrudes!

V65 and V66 are now out of their hull moulds on the Isle of Wight and will soon have their decks on under the close supervision of Roger and Anthony. They are in need of some loving, competitive owners! Do you know someone who may be interested? Invite them for a sail. Also we have Bryony, Jenny, Argosy for sale and Emily and Mystery for charter / partnership / sale. Deets on the website.

I have asked some of you to write cameo stories - why/how you got into Sunbeams & what you love about them / the Class etc/ 

Please get them to me asap, its really important for some of our marketing material. Thanks. If I haven't asked you, but you would like to put a few lines down then email them to me.

If you need to contact me: Gayle Palmer classcaptain@solentsunbeam.co.uk or 

07769 746113

Have you seen the new look website? Peter Nicholson has been beavering away for hours and hours and giving it a makeover. We hope you like the differences. More will be on the way! First and foremost our aim is to attract new Members to the Class - whether owners, crew or even newshounds! Then to keep all the membership informed of what's happening. Here's how you can help...write some articles, tips, thoughts and take photos - currently I am looking for boat maintenance photos please - rubbing down action photos (!)

painting, teabreak time! etc. There's a prize for the best 5, and they will feature on the website! Email them to me directly for judging please. High resolution please.

Ladies Page - this may be sexist but I am not stopping the men having one too! We are an important part of the winning Sunbeam equation - but we also have a life outside of the boats. This is OUR page for holiday snaps, "Girls-on-tour", funny stories or the other interests we have - horseriding, amateur theatre, Charity work, skiing, snowshoeing, Caribbean sailing, photography, yoga, walking, etc Email me your literary / photographic masterpieces so that others can see we have a wide-range of non-sailing activities too. Share the fun.

