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Happy New Year! Another month has flown

past, and we are nearer to being back on the

water again, Hurray! I don't know about you

but I always start missing the sailing badly in

Jan and Feb, but by March with much of the

boat work done and warmer, longer days its

not so bad. (First race for keenies - Sat 24

March)

There have been lots of things happening in

the background in the Class that I will only

summarise.


We hope to have an article in the March

edition of Seahorse Magazine - for RORC

members, thanks to Commodore John

Ford. The PR team have been doing a

wonderful job scribing this and with luck

this will bring in some more enquiries too.


We have also been busy doing a SWOT

analysis of the Class so that we can hone

in our marketing, advertising and services

to the membership too! Out of this have

come more questions, naturally! So I have

created some survey's in SurveyMonkey

that I would be grateful if everyone would

complete please. One is about how you

first got introduced to the Sunbeams and

one is about your interests / other hobbies.


The 90th Anniversary will be celebrated in

2013 and the 90th Organising Committee

has also had its first meeting. There is

another survey for you about this too!! We

can then progress the answers into dates,

costs etc in time for the April Spring

Meeting so PLEASE help us to make it a

huge success. Don't worry - plenty of

parties in the pipeline as well as racing.


See separate 2012 Events Co-ordinator list 
– linked from Home Page and Current News -
these individuals are nominally in charge of the racing fleet on designated weekends so if you have a query ask them first of all, plus they will chivvy you to get on the water too. We want more boats on the line.

Socials

First one coming up is the Winter Walk

Sunday 15th Jan Meet at Fox and Hounds,

Funtington at 9.45am for a round robin walk
and lunch after at the pub (IF you have booked!

- Call Judy Howland-Jackson as there is limited

seating left if you want lunch.) We shall be

going in the opposite direction to the Swallows!

- so there is really no pressure to get back first!!

Mmm. Race ya!
Winter Cocktail Party Sat 4th Feb at 6.30pm

at Silver Birches, 7 Beaver Close, Fishbourne

PO19 3QU by kind permission of Tim Hill and

Tiffin Jones.

* Please let Judy know names / numbers and

* Pay Becky Wickens directly £8.50 per

person via the Sunbeam Account (sort code 20-

46-73 acc. 70395250 - give your surname as

reference when paying).

Please could you also bring a small plate of

canapes to share. Parking arrangements to follow.

Boat news

V63 has now been chartered for the 2012 season

by Tim . (She is the turquoise one!)This means

that all of the current stable of GRP Sunbeams

will be on the water for the beginning of the

season which is great news. Tim is still

deliberating on the name ;-)


Some of the boats that are stored at the Strange'sbarn at Bosham are sadly still outside as they are waiting for the dried peas to move before finally being able to dry out, so, given the gales and rain we have had recently we hope that will be very soon.


Epoxy-work on Fay and Harmony.

Fay is back up the right way round and Richard

is busy stripping the paintwork off the inside

now! His comment - she looks huge with no

furniture etc! Harmony is nearly ready to be

flipped upright.

Work on Sugar Daddy, V29, is about to start.


I think that is all so far.

Happy holidays to those going abroad - whether

that is skiing, snowshoeing, sailing / lying on

beaches! Take some photos and share the fun!

Gayle Palmer Class Capt.

